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Name Class Date

FINDING THE MAIN IDEA

Finding the Main ldea is a strategy to figure out what general point the author is trying to make.
There might be several main ideas in an article, but the “best’ main idea has strong support
throughout the text. As you read, look for clues in key spots by paying attention to how the text
is organized. After you read a paragraph, decide whether it gives "nice to know” side information
or key information that supports the author's point.

Works with
any text

Title of today’s text:

FINDING THE MAIN IDEA
I

03029 0B

1. Focus on the BIG PICTURE
e Summarize the article in a word or phrase
This article is about ____. (This is the topic.)

e What general point is the author making?
What does the author want you to know about this topic?

2. Look for clues in key spots
How is this text organized? Look at the title, subtitle, headings,
introduction, conclusion, review gquestions, etc.

3. Think about the role of each paragraph

Where is the main idea of the paragraph: beginning, middle, or end?
Is this paragraph fluff or does it support the main idea?

4. Find the “best” main idea

The main idea is NOT always directly stated. The best idea has strong
support from the beginning, middle, and end of the entire article.

@R, Reading for MEANING

comprehension strategy

educincles.ong
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Name Class Date

Before Reading

Before you read, think about how the text is organized.

1. What text features are there? (i.e. title, headings, table of contents, introduction, etc)

Look at the title (and subtitle if there is one).

2. Based on the title, predict what this text will be about in one word or phrase. ..

3. Why do you think that?

4. Based on the title, what general point do you think the author will make about the topic?

5. Explainyour thinking

Look at the guestions you heed to answer after reading the text.

6. Based on the questions, predict what this text will be about in one word or phrase...

7. Why do you think that?

8. What general point do you think the author will try to make about the topic?

9. Explain your thinking
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Name Class Date

Look at one more text feature (i.e. headings / subheadings, illustrations / photos, etc)

10. What text feature will you think about:

11. Based on this text feature, predict what this text will be about in one word or phrase...

12. Why do you think that?

13. Based on the questions, what general point do you think the author will try to make

_ Before
Reading

page 3

| identified different text features in this article

A | used the title / subtitle to find clues about the topic and what general point the author might
make about that topic.

d | used the questions at the end of the text to find clues about the topic and what general
point the author might make about that topic.

| used one more text feature to find clues about the topic and what general point the author
might make about that topic.
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During Reading

As you read, think about each paragraph and what role that paragraph plays in the organization

of the article.

During Reading: Think about a paragraph from the BEGINNING of the article

B
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. Which paragraph did you think about? Write down the first sentence so we can find this

paragraph again later on.

What is the main idea of this paragraph?

Where is the main idea of this paragraph? Circle one:

BEGINNING MIDDLE END
of the paragraph of the paragraph of the paragraph

Explain why you think that

What role do you think this paragraph plays in the organization of the entire text? VWhy
do you think that?

Is the information in this paragraph “nice to know” side information or is it essential

information that helps the general point the author is trying to make. Explain your ideas.
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During Reading: Think about a paragraph from the MIDDLE of the article
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. Which paragraph did you think about? Write down the first sentence so we can find this

paragraph again later on.

What is the main idea of this paragraph?

Where is the main idea of this paragraph? Circle one:

BEGINNING MIDDLE END
of the paragraph of the paragraph of the paragraph

Explain why you think that

What role do you think this paragraph plays in the organization of the entire text? \Why
do you think that?

Is the information in this paragraph "nice to know” side information or is it essential

information that helps the general point the author is trying to make. Explain your ideas.
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Name Class Date

During Reading: Think about a paragraph from the END of the article

7. Which paragraph did you think about? Write down the first sentence so we can find this

paragraph again later on.

8. What is the main idea of this paragraph?

9. Where is the main idea of this paragraph? Circle one:

BEGINNING MIDDLE END
of the paragraph of the paragraph of the paragraph

10. Explain why you think that

11. What role do you think this paragraph plays in the organization of the entire text? VWhy
do you think that?

12. Is the information in this paragraph “nice to know” side information or is it essential

information that helps the general point the author is trying to make. Explain your ideas.

STOP and CHECK!
d | thought about a paragraph from the BEGINNING section of the text.
3 | thought about a paragraph from the MIDDLE section of the text.
1 | thought about a paragraph from the END section of the text.
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After Reading

Now that you have read the entire article, let's think about the big picture.

What do you think is the topic of this article?

1. Summarize the entire text in one word or phrase:
What do you think the author is trying to say about that topic?
2. What general point is the author trying to make? Explain this using one sentence only Aft e I
(around 10 words.)
; : \ . ; n
3. What else might the author be trying to say about that tepic? Come up with a different
general point that the author might be trying to make. (One sentence around 10 words.) e a I I l g

4. Come up with one more general point that the author might be trying to make. This can

be about the same topic or a different topic that the article might be about. (Again, only

use one sentence that is around 10 words.)

Choose the best main idea.

You've come up with 3 different possible main ideas (your answers to question #2, #3, and #4.) p a g e ;

The best main idea has strong support from the entire article.

e Think about the fitle.

e Think about the introduction section.
¢ Think about the middle section.

e Think about the end section.

e Think about any discussion guestions at the end of the text.
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5. Which main idea (question #2, #3 or #4) do you think has the most support? Circle one:

Your answer to
question #2

Your answer to
question #3

Your answer to
question #4

6. What evidence can you find in the title that backs up this main idea? Explain.

7. What evidence can you find in the introduction that backs up this main idea? Explain.

8. What evidence can you find in the middle that backs up this main idea? Explain.

9. What evidence can you find in the conclusion that backs up this main idea? Explain.

10. Now that you've thought a little more about the evidence, revise or restate the best main

idea. What is the general point that the author is trying to make in this article? (Use only

one sentence around 10-15 words.)

STOP and CHECK!

the end of the article

Jd |identified the topic of this article (question #1)
| brainstormed 3 different possible main ideas (question #2, #3, #4)
| thought about which main idea had the best support
| backed up that main idea by using evidence from the title, the introduction, the middle, and

1 | restated the best main idea in only one sentence (10-15 words.)
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METACOGNITION

Metacognition is an awareness and understanding of

one's own thought processes. In other words, it HNDING THE ml” IDEA

means thinking about how you think.

A
- - =
VVe use metacognition to become stronger readers by: Q@ i Q o= Q Q EI“
1N

3 Noticing what we think about as we read. 1. Focus on the BIG PICTURE
« Summarize the article in a word or phrase
This article is about ___. {This is the topic.)

O Using specific strategies to help us think as we read. * WERSHETRL " 15 e author making?
2. Look for clues in key spots
Q@ Looking back at our thought process to decide how to il i el esioes e
make the strategies work even better for us: S, bkl

Is this paragraph fluff or does it support the main idea?

4. Find the “best” main idea

Not all strategies work for everybody all the time,
but figuring out which thought processes work for you
(and which don't) can help make you a stronger reader!

comprehension strategy

1. Describe something you figured out about the meaning of the article by using the
strategy FINDING THE MAIN IDEA. (Share an ah-ha moment)

2. Explain how FINDING THE MAIN IDEA and thinking about the organization structure
helped you figure out this ah-ha mement.

3. How could you modify this FINDING THE MAIN IDEA strategy to work better for you?
What rule / tip would you change, modify, delete, or add?

Self Reflection

Main Idea - Handout - Metacognition
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Rubric - Finding the Main Idea

Date

The point of Finding the Main Idea is to figure out what general point the author is trying to
make. Although there may be several possible answers, the best answer has strong support
with evidence from the text from the beginning, middle and end. Strong evidence can include
quotes from the text as well as things you inferred based on what the author wrote.
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Rubric

Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1
R1. You answered all | You answered all | You tried to You answered
of the guiding of the guiding answer the few of the
Reading for questions from questions from guiding questions | questions from
Meaning the handout. the handout. from the handout. | the handout.
Idaas Your "main idea” | Your "main idea” |Your “main idea” | I'm not sure how
is supported by | makes sense and |is a little you came up
strong evidence |you have good confusing with this “main
from the entire evidence from because... idea”.
text. the entire text. P shere idht
You explained . enough evidence There's nc-!:
how your You explained fromathdentird enough evidence
SN ce how your text to support from the text or
supports your evidence Ais "olin idea” there '.fzre too
“main idea” well. SUPPC‘Tts YORU or there are ANy irrelevant
You use very mainridea’. irrelevant details. | details.
insightful ideas ... your evidence
that show you doesn't really
really get the prove your “main
article. idea”
Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1
R4. You answered all | You answered all | You tried to You answered
REFLECTING of the guiding the guiding answer the few of the
on reading questions. questions. questions. questions.
skills and You very clearly |You explained How you used It doesn't seem
strategies explain how you |how you used this strategy isa | like you used
used this strategy | this strategy and | little bit confusing | this strategy
Ideas with strong you have good because there's | based on what is
support. support. not enough given here.
support orthere |There's not
are |_rre|evant enough support
details. or there are too
many irrelevant
details.
Main ldea - Handout - Rubric
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FINDING THE MAIN IDEA

0302 00

1. Focus on the BIG PICTURE
e Summarize the article in a word or phrase
This article isabout . (This is the topic.)

e What general point is the author making?
What does the author want you to know about this topic?

Use as
reference

2. Look for clues in key spots
How is this text organized? Look at the title, subtitle, headings,
introduction, conclusion, review questions, etc.

3. Think about the role of each paragraph

Where is the main idea of the paragraph: beginning, middle, or end?
Is this paragraph fluff or does it support the main idea?

4. Find the “best” main idea

The main idea is NOT always directly stated. The best idea has strong
support from the beginning, middle, and end of the entire article.

aR 3 Reading for MEANING

comprehension strategy

Main Idea - Poster
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Reading Strategy

FINDING THE MAIN IDEA

educirclesorg  version: v2022-07-04

LESSO N P LAN 6 lessons (approx 50 min each)

FINDING THE MAIN IDEA Lesson 1 - 45 min

e |ntroduction to Active Reading and Comprehension
Strateqy (slides 1-16) - 10 min

e 4 TIPS to FINDING THE MAIN IDEA

o PROTIP #1: Focus.en the BIG PICTURE
(slides 17-28) -4S min

o PRO TIP#2: ook for cluesin key spots

Lesson
Overview

m
(slides 29-42) - 10:min

m Typical Structure of a 5 Paragraph Essay
(slides 43-53) - 10 min

FINDING THE MAIN IDEA Lesson 2.- 50.min
e 4 TIPS to FINDING THE MAIN IDEA (cont)

o PRO.TIP#2 (cont)

] i tructur: longer article
(20 paragraph essay) (slides 54-72) - 10 min

m Typical Structure of an informational text
with headings (slides 73-80) - 10 min

m vpical Structure of an informational text
with headings / images (slides 81-89) - 10 min

m Typical Structure of a website article
on a mobile device (slides 90-97) - 10 min

m Tvpical Structure of a Textbook
(slides 98-112) - 10 min

Main Idea - Lesson Plan - Page 1 of 46
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FINDING THE MAIN IDEA Lesson 3 - 50 to 60 min
o 4 TIPS to FINDING THE MAIN IDEA (cont)

o PRO TIP #3: Think about each paragraph
(slides 113-175) - 40 min

m Objective (slides 113-114) - 5 min

] ical structure of araaraph “ urger
model” (slides 115-125) - 10 min

m Alternate structure paraaraph - main ideaat

end “Pizza model” (slides 126-135) -10 min

m Alternate structure paraar - in ide
middle “Hamburger model with bacon on top”
(slides 136-146) - 10:min

m Review of different paragraph organizations
(slides 147-148) - 5 min

m QOPTIONAL: Think aloud to. model.how to
think about paragraph organization
(slides 149-175) = 10 min

o PRQOTIP #4: Find the "best” main idea
(slides 176-186) - 10:min

FINDING THE MAIN IDEA Lesson 4 - 45 min
e Practice - Modelled / Shared Reading

o PRO TIP #1: Focusion the Big Pictureé
(slides 187-191) - 5 min

o PROTIP#2: |ook for clues in key spots
(slides 192-212) - 40'min

FINDING THE MAIN IDEA Lesson 5 - 50 min
e Practice - Modelled / Shared Reading (cont)

o PRQ TIP #3: Think about each paraaraph
(slide 213-225) - 40 min

o PROTIP #4: Find the "best” main idea
(slides 226-232) - 5 min

¢ Recap the strate slides 233) - 6 min

o OPTIONAL Big Picture: Reading for Meaning /
21st Century Learning (slide 234-237)

Main Idea - Lesson Plan - Page 2 of 46
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Independent Practice - 40-80 min L
e Review Independent Reading Handout package - 5 min .

e Hand out article and clarify instructions - 5 min

e Students read article / Complete Finding the Main Idea
Handouts - 30 min h

e OPT : r di ion ions (i e
from the text they read - 20 min

e QOPTIONAL: Metacognition - 20 min

Materials
you need

MATERIALS
e Slideshow (File 3)
e Finding the Main Idea handout (File 4a)
e Metacognition handout (File 4b)
e Rubric (File 4c)
e Poster (File 4d)
e Article to read while using this strategy - NOT PROVIDED
o Use a novel / textbook that you are studying in class.

o Use an Educircles 21st Century Learning Article p a g e 3

Main Idea - Lesson Plan - Page 3 of 46
@ Educircles / SEOT Mindset v2022-07-04

This resource is licensed. The teacher who bought this product receives an Individual License to use this resource,
Other teachers can buy an Individual License on this page. If you have any questions, please email me at Mike @educircles.org,

B
-
=8

Lesson Plan

educircles.org



Introduction to Active Reading and Comprehension Strategy (slides 1-16) - 10 min

STRATEGY

Today we're going to be talking about the comprehension strategy
called Finding the Main Idea.

L= 2

s}

Now before we talk about this reading strategy, let's review active
reading. Active reading means we think about the text as we read.
We don't just say the words — we think about the words and what
the words actually mean.

If we use strategies, we can get better at reading. Comprehension
strategies help us figure out what is happening in a text.

Today, we will use a strategy called Finding The Main Idea.
Finding The Main Idea is about looking at the big picture of an
article. we're asking what general point is the author trying to
make?

It's not always easy to find the best or biggest main idea.

FNDING THE AN 06

_mmmmm

An author will write several sentences and paragraphs
e and in the article, there will be several key points and ideas.
e The best main idea is the overall central idea of the entire
article.
e So, in this example, the big idea might be that this is a soup
ladle.
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Finding the main idea is like looking for constellations in the night
sky.
A constellation is a group of stars in a recognizable pattern.
e For example, this is the Big Dipper.
e |f you know where to look it's easier to see the patterns.
e Did you know that if you extend the line between the last 2
stars in the Big Dipper, you can find the North star.

When we read, we need to look for clues in key spots of the text.
\We need to ask ourselves, how is the text organized? We think
about the big picture and we try to look at the entire article.

Main Idea - Lesson Plan - Page 5 of 46
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4 TIPS to FINDING THE MAIN IDEA (slides 17-186)

PRO TIP #1: Focus on the BIG PICTURE (slides 17-28) - 15 min

Here are 4 pro tips to help you find the main idea as you read.

@ =

4 PRO TIPS

fird Eh i i

Pro Tip #1 is to focus on the big picture -that means think about
the entire article.

e Summarize the entire article in a single word or phrase.
e What general point is the author trying to make about that
topic?

VWe're going to be looking at a series of examples.

Let's look at example #1 which is a photograph. Here's the photo.

Summarize this entire media text in a single word or phrase. In
other words, what is this image about?

What is the topic ? You might say stars, night, the universe, being
alone, life on other planets...

Main Idea - Lesson Plan - Page 6 of 46
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Then, we have to ask ourselves what is the author saying about
the topic.

Maybe that “astronomy is the science of stars and space”
or maybe the author is trying to say that “night is beautiful”,
“the universe is expanding”,

“being alone can be a good thing”,

“Is there life on other planets?”

Any of these could be the main idea, but which one is the best
main idea?

We need to try to figure out what the photographer is trying to say

with this photo? n
e Maybe the message is that “night is beautiful” or I rO I I p # 1

e “being alone can be a good thing".
e Or, maybe the photographer is trying to capture a sense of
wonder about life on other planets.

We need more information to figure out which of these might be
the best main idea. Maybe there are other clues somewhere else.

Pro Tip #1 Recap

Let's review Pro Tip #1. p a g e ;

e Focus on the big picture - which means the entire article.

e Try to summarize the entire article in a single word or
phrase.

e Ask yourself, what general point is the author trying to
make.

Main Idea - Lesson Plan - Page 7 of 46
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PRO TIP #2: Look for clues in key spots (slides 29-112) - 70 min

Typical Structure of an Informational Text (slides 29-42) - 10 min

T "
Here is Pro Tip #2 which is to look for clues in key spots. I rO I p 1 1 2

How is the text organized?

Is there a title or subtitle?

Are there headings or subheadings?

Is there an introduction? Body paragraphs? A conclusion?
Are there review questions?

e & & @ 9

Let's look at example #2 which is an informational text that has 5
paragraphs.

Here's the informational text. Let's zoom in.

e Lorem ipsum is placeholder text that we use in web design.
e |t gives us a sense of layout without having to use actual
sentences.

page 8

Many people just look for meaning in the sentences, but we can
find a lot of clues hiding in the text organization.

That's why in this lesson, there are fake words in the sentences.
It's to help us focus on the text form and structure instead of the
words themselves.

Main Idea - Lesson Plan - Page 8 of 46
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Pro Tip #2 is about look for clues in key spots and the guiding
guestion right now is how is the text organized?

Here's the typical format for most informational texts.

Pro Tip #2

You have a title which gives us a big hint about the topic and the
general point.

The beginning of the article usually introduces what we're going to
find out in this article.

The middle of the article usually includes supporting details that
the author uses to explain their point

Finally, at the end of the article, we often see a conclusion that
summarizes what the author just told us.

Main Idea - Lesson Plan - Page 9 of 46
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Typical Structure of a 5 Paragraph Essay (slides 43-53) - 10 min

This is a 5 paragraph essay.

Paragraph #1

e We have a catchy introduction to hook the reader.

e The last sentence in the introduction is usually the thesis or
main idea and

e a quick introduction to the 3 ways the author is going to
prove their point.

Paragraph #2, #3, #4
e Thenin the body paragraphs, we have 3 ideas that prove

the author’s point. We have reason #1, reason #2, and
reason #3.

Paragraph #5

e Finally, in our conclusion paragraph, we usually restate the
thesis:
o We restate our general point that we're trying to make.
o We briefly summarize our 3 reasons that we just told you
about in the body paragraphs.

e We often finish our conclusion paragraph with a
thought-provoking ending.
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If we were doing a reading test on a 5 paragraph essay,

¢ we would know where to look in each paragraph and
e this could help us figure out the main idea of the essay.

The problem is most texts aren't 5 paragraphs long.
e Good writing is not always obvious and formulaic,
but there are still patterns in how informational texts are
organized.
e And we can use these patterns to help us figure out the
main idea.

Pro Tip #2

page 11
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Typical Structure of a longer article (20 paragraph essay) (slides 54-72) - 10 min

So, let's look at example #3 which is an informational text that now
has 20 paragraphs.

e \We're going to start with our 5 paragraph essay and then -
add a bunch of line breaks. rO I
e This means that if we were working on this article on our

computer, we would literally hit the enter key to break apart
longer paragraphs into shorter paragraphs.

We're going to play with the structure of our paragraphs.

Website articles typically use shorter paragraphs because shorter
paragraphs are easier to read online.

BEGINNING:
e So, here we have our beginning.

o \We have the same words in the beginning, but we broke the
paragraph up differently.

MIDDLE:

o Here we have reason #1 — which has the same words in the
sentences, but again we hit enter in the paragraph to break

the paragraph up differently.
s Ve did the same thing in reason #2
¢ and again in reason #3, splitting up the paragraph into

shorter paragraphs.

END:

o Finally, in the conclusion, we have the exact same words in
the sentences, but we broke the paragraph up differently.
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Now, this essay has 20 paragraphs.

A 20 paragraph essay has the same structure — the same pattern
—as a5 paragraph essay.

Okay, now let's compare the 2 examples.

Pro Tip #2

What's the formula / pattern for a 5 paragraph essay?

BEGINNING:

e \We have a title where we have the topic or the point of the
article.

e We have a catchy introduction to catch the reader’s
attention.

e e introduce the main idea of the article.

MIDDLE:

e Then, we explain reason #1 - this is our 1% idea supporting

what we're trying to say with this article.
e Then, we have another reason to prove our main idea. a e
o Finally, we have a third reason supporting our main idea.
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Then, at the end, we summarize what we just told the

reader
we summarize the main idea and we include a -
thought-proveoking ending. rO I p

A5 paragraph essay and a 20 paragraph essay follow similar

patterns.

&

And we can use these patterns. ..

e to figure out what is important in a text
s To figure out the main idea of the article(what general point

the author is trying to make.)

page 14
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Typical Structure of an informational text with headings (slides 73-80) - 10 min

Let's look at example #4 which is an informational text that has 20
paragraphs, but now we're going to add headings and
subheadings.

Pro Tip #2

One way to make your article easier to read and quickly
understand is to use headings and subheadings to organize
information.

BEGINNING:

e So, forexample, in the title area we might have a title, but
we might also add a subtitle to give more insight into what
we are trying to say with our article.

s L MIDDLE:
& ‘ e Then, in our reason #1 section, we might add a heading
w‘m and a subheading. We can also split paragraph into bullets
. : to make those sentences easier to read.
" E_* =|= e Inreason #2, we could add a heading here as well will split

ideas.

paragraph into bullets again to make things easier to read.
- ? e Inthe 3" reason section, we could add a heading and then
E = add multiple subheadings to clarify our arguments and

END:

o Finally, in the last part of the article, we could add a heading
to signal to the reader that this is our conclusion and we are
wrapping things up.

o This text now looks longer, but it still has the exact same
I organization: we have a beginning, a middle, and an end.
&mm

&
&
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Typical Structure of an informational text with headings / images (slides 81-89) - 10 min

Let's look at example #5 which is an informational text that has 20
paragraphs, headings and subheadings, and now we're going to
add images.

n
We use images to support what we are saying in the text. I rO I I p 2

BEGINNING:
e So, in the introduction, we might start with a catchy image
to hook the reader’s attention.

MIDDLE:
e Inreason #1, maybe we'll add an image or two with
captions to provide more context to the written ideas.
¢ \We can add another image for the next idea in reason #2 to
visually explain what we're talking about there.
e Then, inreason #3, we can add some images to enhance
the text and make it more interesting to read.

D

page 16

END:
e Inthe end, we don't have to make a change. We could add
an image if we wanted to, but we don't have to.

This text again looks longer but, remember, it is still organized like
a 5 paragraph essay with a beginning, middle and end.
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Typical Structure of a website article (mobile device) (slides 90-97) - 10 min

Imagine we read this article on a mobile device. It's still the same
structure as a 5 paragraph essay that we talked about earlier even

though it looks very different. P I . ! ﬁ 2
What is the structure of a 5 paragraph essay? What organizational rO I p

patterns can we find?

We have a title.

BEGINNING:
e \We have a catchy introduction where we introduce the main
idea.

MIDDLE:
o \We have idea #1 with supporting details.
® Then, if you scroll down, we can see idea number 2 that
also has more supporting details.
e |f you keep scrolling down in the article, we have idea #3
which again supports the article's main idea.

END:
» As we scroll through the article here, we can see the
conclusion that summarizes the point the author was trying
to make and maybe a catchy ending as well.

Main Idea - Lesson Plan - Page 17 of 46
© Educircles / SEQT Mindset v2022-07-04

This resource is licensed. The teacher who bought this preduct receives an Individual License to use this resource.
Other teachers can buy an Individual License on this page. If you have any questions, please email me at Mikeg@educircles org.

=) Lesson Plan

educircles.org



Typical Structure of a Textbook (slides 98-112) - 10 min

Let's look at one more example.

n
Example #6 is an informational text with 20 paragraphs, headings I rO I I p # E

and subheadings, images...

Instead of having the layout for a mobile device, we're going to
change the layout to fit a standard piece of paper.

If we shift where the images are located to fit on paper, what
started as a 5 paragraph essay now looks like a textbook.

Here are the first two pages.

The next two pages...

Here are pages S and 6,

and then finally we have the end of this section.

Textbooks often ask questions to see how well you
understand the point the author is trying to teach you.
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A textbook looks longer and more complex but, again, it still
organized like a 5 paragraph essay with a beginning, middle, and
end.

What will the structure of a textbook look like?

A textbook often follows the following pattern:

TEACHER TIP: For time, we haven't included elements like
bolded vocabulary words, vocabulary definitions on the side
margin, table of contents, glossary, index, but you get the idea...

BEGINNING:

s \We have the title

+ \\Ve have a catchy introduction that may span several
pages.

» We introduce the main idea of this chapter

MIDDLE:

» Then we explain the first concept to supporting the point of
this chapter.

o Then we go on to explain a second concept to backup the
main idea of this chapter.

e Finally, we have a third concept section to develop the main
idea

e Atthe end of the chapter, we have a chapter conclusion
which summarizes what the chapter was about. There is
usually a thought-provoking end about the significance of
this chapter.

e [n atextbook, we would have chapter questions for
students to test their thinking.

So, as you can see, there are patterns in how informational texts
are written. It doesn't matter if you're reading...

e a 5 paragraph essay,
e a 20 paragraph essay,
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e a website article, or
e a textbook

We can still look for clues in key spots.

Remember,

e ina classic 5 paragraph essay, you have 3 body
paragraphs, each with 3 supporting details.

e But, of course an author could only have 2 reasons to prove
their point.

e Or, maybe they have 20 reasons why they think something
should happen.

e Either way, the structure is the same: There's a beginning,
middle, and end.

Let's recap Pro Tip #2.

[FINDING THE AN D63
BRGNP 2

e \\e look for clues to help us figure out the author’s point in
key spots by asking how the text'is organized.
e \\e look in key locations like
o titles and subtitles,
¢ headings and subheadings,
o the introduction / body paragraphs / conclusion,
o and review questions if there are any.

PRO TIP #3: Think about each paragraph (slides 113-175) - 40 min

Objective (slides 113-114) - 5 min

Pro Tip #3 is to think about each paragraph as you read it.

e Think about what the individual paragraph is about.
o Where is the main idea of this paragraph?
o Isit at the beginning, middle, or end of the
paragraph?
¢ Ask yourself what role this paragraph plays in the article.
o Isthe information in the paragraph catchy fluff (“nice
to know" side information)
o Is this essential information that helps prove the
author’s point?
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Typical structure of a paragraph "Hamburger modefl” (slides 115125) - 10 min

Here is the classic model for paragraph writing. It's called the
hamburger model.

e We start with a topic sentence which is like the bread at the
top of your hamburger. The topic sentence explains what
your paragraph is about.

e Then, you have layers of ingredients.

o You have a supporting sentence which might be
some tomato.

o Then, you have a 2nd supporting sentence which
might be a slice of cheese.

o You might have a third supporting sentence which
could be some lettuce.

o Maybe you even have a fourth supporting sentence
which could be the beef patty.

e Finally you end your hamburger with another piece of bread
which is your conclusion sentence.

Let's look at example #7 which is a paragraph and the main idea
of this paragraph is in the beginning.

e So here's some Lorem Ipsum text.

page 21

BEGINNING of the paragraph

PROTIE B
What i the: paragraph about?

® i

e The topic sentence - what our paragraph is about is at the
el beginning.

Pro Tip #3
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MIDDLE of the paragraph

¢ Then, we have body sentences that support the topic
sentence and develop the idea.

END of the paragraph

o Finally, at the end, we have a conclusion sentence that
summarizes the paragraph.

e Where is the main idea in this paragraph?

- e it's stated at the beginning,
e then it gets backed up by supporting ideas.

Q K

Alternate structure of a paragraph- main idea at end "Pizza model’ (slides 126-135) - 10 min

But, we can organize a paragraph in different ways.

Here's example #8 which is a paragraph but the main idea of the
paragraph is at the end.
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We might call this a pizza model where you have...

®

BEGINNING of the paragraph

e a caftchy introduction to hook the reader at the top - maybe
that's like bacon on top of your pizza.

MIDDLE of the paragraph

e Then, you can have supporting ideas.
o Supporting sentence #1 could be the pepperoni.
o Supporting sentence #2 could be the cheese

END of the paragraph

o Finally, at the end, you might have a conclusion sentence
where you make your point.
e That's the crust in our pizza.

: ,,ﬂ if we look at some Lorem Ipsum text ina paragraph, we can see...
& Rl i e g

: E BEGINNING of the paragraph

e here is a catchy introduction that has several sentences to
[ — try to hook the reader

MIDDLE of the paragraph

e Then, we go into supporting sentences that build up to...
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END of the paragraph

e the conclusion sentence where we make our main point.

Where is the main idea this paragraph? It's at the end.
In this style of paragraph,

e we start with a catchy intro, then
e we start to introduce ideas that build up our case and
e |ead the reader to our main idea at the end.

Alternate structure of a paragraph - main idea in middle “Hamburger model with bacon on top”
(slides 136-146)~ 10 min

Sometimes, the mainidea is not at the beginning or end.

Here's example #9 which'is a paragraph that has the main idea in
the middle of the paragraph.

page 24

We might call this a hamburger model with bacon on top. In this
example...

BEGINNING of the paragraph

e the bacon might be a delicious catchy introduction that
hooks the reader’s attention.

MIDDLE of the paragraph

Pro Tip #3

e Then, we still have our top bread layer which is our topic
sentence where we explain what the paragraph is about.
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END of the paragraph

¢ Next, we have some supporting sentences to backup the
ideas in our topic sentence.

¢ We might have a sentence that summarizes the paragraph
or links to the next paragraph... or we might not.

Now, if you look at an example of Lorem Ipsum text, we can see...

BEGINNING of the paragraph

o here's the catchy introduction to hook the reader.

MIDDLE of the paragraph

e Then, we have our “topic sentence”

P END of the paragraph

Ll ot s paragrsan s

¢ Followed by a supporting sentence or two to prove our topic
sentence.

e We don't always have a conclusion sentence like in the
classic hamburger model

D i
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Where is the main idea in this paragraph? It's in the middle.

In this style of paragraph,

e we start with a catchy introduction
e that leads to the author’s point and
e then develop that idea with supporting details at the end.

Review of different paragraph organizations (slides 147-148) - 5 min

As we read each paragraph in an article,
e we're thinking about what the paragraph is trying to say
e by looking for the main idea in the beginning, middle or end
of the paragraph.

3 types of paragraph organizations:
e We have the hamburger model where the main idea is in
the beginning,
e the hamburger with bacon on top model where the main
idea is in the middle,
e and then we have a pizza model where the main idea is at
the end.

As you read each paragraph, ask yourself what role does this
paragraph play in the big picture of the article?

Is this important and relevant to the point the author is trying to
make or is this stuff just nice to know?

OPTIONAL: Think aloud: how to think about paragraph organization (slides 149-175) - 10 min

If we think back to example #3 which was an informational text
that had 20 paragraphs, remember it started with a title and then
went on to a catchy introduction. Then, we saw the main idea, idea
#1, and so on.
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“ @ en | | MODELLING a THINK ALOUD

Here's what the tiny voice in our mind might have been thinking if
we could understand Lorem Ipsum text.

As we read each paragraph, we would be asking ourselves, what
is this paragraph about and what role does this paragraph play in
the big picture?

We might read the 1st paragraph

¢ we might figure out the main idea is at the end of this
paragraph.

e Then, we ask, okay, well, what purpose does this paragraph
play?

We might say this is probably “nice to know”
information
it's just a catchy hook to grab our attention.
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Then we read the 2nd paragraph

e you might say, well what is this paragraph about?
o after thinking about it, we might guess the main idea
is in the middle of this paragraph.
e \We ask ourselves what role does this paragraph play and
we might say,
o well this is more “nice to know” information
o because it's still trying to be catchy.
o It's still part of the bacon trying to catch the reader's
attention to get them to read more.

When we read the 3rd paragraph,

e we're constantly thinking at the back of our mind, “what is
this paragraph about” and
e we might think that the main idea is at the beginning
of the paragraph here.
e We might say, well,
o this seems like it's mere nice to know information,
o butit feels like it's building up to something -
o so | think this is probably still part of the article
introduction.
o ldon'tthink the author has said what their main idea
is yet.

@

So, we keep on reading the next paragraph (4th paragraph)

e we might say, okay, well, look the main idea of this
paragraph is definitely at the beginning and
e | think this paragraph is really important because
o | think this is the point that the author was leading up
to in their introduction.
They also have introduced a list of a few things —
o so I'm guessing they'll probably discuss these later in
this article.
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So, we keep on reading - there are no headings in this article to
give us hints, so we have to base our ideas purely on what the
paragraphs say.

We might read this paragraph (5th paragraph) and say,

e well, the main idea of this paragraph is at the beginning -
e and in fact, this is probably important —
o | think it's the first big reason that the author is using

to prove their point because
| can see it connects with the stuff in the last
paragraphs.
So, that last paragraph was probably their thesis -
their main idea.

As we keep on reading, we might say, okay, well in this paragraph
(6th paragraph),

e | think the point of the paragraph'is here in the middle
because
e this paragraph seems to be supporting this section about
the main idea.
o The first part is just a catchy description,
o butthe rest of the paragraph seems like it's actually

really important because it's all about the author's
first big reason. p a g e

Let's recap Pro Tip #3 which is to think about each paragraph as
we read. We ask ourselves what is this paragraph about?
* ‘e think about where the main idea of the paragraph is.
e (We know that the main idea could be at the beginning,

middle, or end of a paragraph.) -
We also think about what role this paragraph plays in the big ro I p

picture
e s this catchy introduction stuff ?
e Thought-provoking conclusion stuff?
® |s this the meat of the article - essential information that
develops the author's point?
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PRO TIP #4: Find the "best” main idea (slides 176-186) - 10 min

Pro Tip #4 Find the best main idea.

e The best main idea has strong support from the entire
article - the beginning, middle and end.
The main idea is not always directly stated by the author.

e \We may have to infer what the author is really saying about
the topic.

Sometimes, the whole is greater than the sum of the parts.
e That means, although you can find impoertant hints in key
locations about what the author is trying to say about the
topic,
if you're only looking at a narrow slice of the article,
e you might be missing important information.

article - not just one part.

e Although an author may directly state why they are writing
: about the topic,
— e the way they write might tell another story.

™ e |n other words, there may be another unsaid but better
main idea that captures the point of the article
| e we can infer this based on the examples that the author
used and their word choice.

I e The best main idea has strong support from the entire
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oG e s Let's recap Pro Tip #4.

PR TIF 84 recag:

D

e It's about finding the best main idea which has strong
support from the entire article.
The main idea is not always directly stated by the author
We may have to infer what the author is really saying about
the topic.

Practice - Modelled / Shared Reading (slides 187-232) - 90 minutes

PRO TIP #1: Focus on the Big Picture (slides 187-191) - 5 min

Okay, practice time.
Here is a sample article.

VWhat do we do first — and we can do this before we even start
reading. (What was Pro Tip #17)

Pro Tip #1 is to remember to focus on the big picture as we read

e So even before we read, we're thinking about trying to find
the main idea.

e Aswe read, we're trying to summarize the entire article in a
single word or phrase (that's the topic)

e and we're trying to piece together what point the author is
trying to say about the topic.

PRO TIP #2: Look for clues in key spots (slides 192-212) - 40 min

What do we do as we read? What was Pro Tip #27
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Pro Tip #2 is to look for clues in key spots of the article.

We do this by asking ourselves how the text is organized.
e Even without reading the article, we know that there will be
a beginning, middle and end.
e And we know each sections gives us specific clues about
the author’s general point.

We know at the very beginning will be a title that gives us a clue.

For example, in this case it says “Green leader” and we have to
askourselves what could the topic or the author’s point be based
on this clue?

Possible answers:

e Maybe it's someone who is a leader in environmental
issues. (Being green is usually about the environment.)

e Maybe this is an action movie thing like leader of the Green
Squadron.

The subheading tells us “Green leader says it shouldn't have taken
this long” so then it makes me wonder what shouldn't have taken
this long?

What do you think shouldn’t have taken so long?
Possible answers:

e maybe environmental change is taking too long but it finally
happened?
maybe standing up for climate change?

e |I'm not sure what should not have taken this long.
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We're still on Pro Tip #2 — we're still looking for clues in key spots
even before we read this article.

At school, sometimes we have to read an article or a textbook and
then answer questions. If we look at the questions before we read
the article, it can give us a big clue about what to pay attention to
as we read.

In this case, the questions can give us a clue about what the topic
or the author’s point might be.

The instructions here in the question section say, “based on the
article and the collaboration mini lesson, how would you answer
the following?”

|
e right away, | see it says “collaboration mini lesson” so | have P ra Ct I C e
to make sure that | read that before answering these
questions.
e | notice there's a third page in this handout package and the

title of that section says “collaboration mini lesson” - good
to know.

MINDS ON: Question #1

If | go back to the chapter questions at the bottom of the article |

see the first question is “why does Annamie Paul becoming leader
of the Green party of Canada make a difference for some people?” p a g e

Based on this question...

e What do you think the topic of this article will be?
e \What do you think the author's point of view will be?

Possible think-aloud / answers:

e So, now | think Green Leader - well okay, so this is about
the leader of the Green party of Canada -

e maybe the Green party is called the Green Party because
they care about environmental issues?

e Maybe the author of this article has an opinion about the
new leader.
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MINDS ON: Question #2

The 2nd question is “Do people from different cultures, genders or
lived experiences have very different points of view?”

Based on this question...

e ‘What do you think the topic of this article will be?
e \\hat do you think the author’s point of view will be?

Possible think-aloud / answers.

e \\hen | see words like culture / gender and point of view, it
makes me wonder if this article is about stereotypes or
racism or sexism - | wonder if those lived experiences would
change people's points of view?

o Do men and women get treated differently?
o Do they have different lived experiences?
o Would that change their point of view?

e Maybe if | tie itback to that first question -

o _maybe her becoming the leader of the Green party of
Canada has to do with her culture or her gender or
something that she has personally lived through?

MINDS ON: Question #3

The third question ask if different points of view help collaboration
or get in the way?

Based on this question...
e VWhat do you think the topic of this article will be? WWhat do
you think the author’s point of view will be?

Possible think-aloud / answers:

e So now | wonder if this article is about people working
together or being divided?

e And maybe that has to do with people from different cultures
or genders?

e Maybe the topic is diversity or inclusion or acceptance?
Maybe the article has an opinion about whether diversity is
a good thing or bad thing.
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MINDS ON: Question #4

Question #4 - what does diverse leadership mean?

What do you think diverse leadership means? How can you tie
your thinking to the other clues?

Based on this question...

e What do you think the topic of this article will be?
e \What do you think the author’s point of view will be?

Possible think-aloud ! answers:

e how might having diverse leadership help create better
laws?

e okay well now | think the Green party of Canada - if they're
helping to make laws - they may be politicians

e _Maybe diverse leadership is an issue because their new
leader, Annamie Paul is different than leaders in the past?

e So I'm still not sure if the topic of this article is about the
Green Party, or if it's really about diversity.

e |I'm not sure - I'm still looking for clues

MINDS ON: Question #56

Question #5 says Annamie Paul says, "we can't et the people
down because we need to be in the room on their behalf. |Is she in
a position where she can make a real impact?”

Based on this question...
e What do you think the topic of this article will be?
e \What do you think the author’s point of view will be?

Possible think-aloud / answers:

e So now | wonder why what are people expecting her to do?

e She is in the room so maybe this is an important position?

e then the question is what actions make a difference?

e so I'm wondering whether or not the topic is about the
Green party

e Maybe the author's point of view is this diverse leader being
able to make a difference (or not make a difference.)
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MINDS ON: Question #6

The final question here says the new leader of the Green party
also says having diverse leadership is a huge win for people in
Canada every time that it happens - do you think it is 2 huge win, a
minor win, or not really a win at all? Why do you think that?

Based on this question and what we’ve looked at so far,

e PREDICT what this article might be about using only
one word or phrase. (What do you think the topic of this
article will be?)

o \What do you think the author's point of view will be?

Possible think-aloud / answers:

|
e |'m getting a sense that this is about diverse leadership I ra Ct I ‘ >

o because that ideas of diversity and being a leader -
those phrases have come up

o The questions are asking about how we can't let the
people down and that's something that a leader might
say.

e So the author may have an opinion about whether or not
this is important
o maybe the author's point is trying to get us to think

that diverse leadership matters (or doesn't matter.) p E l g e 3 6

Just by looking at the title and the questions at the end, we already
have a sense of what this article might be about.

BEGINNING:

Now, as we read the article, we make sure that we pay attention to
the beginning to see if we can find the main idea.

e There will be a probably catchy introduction, but maybe not.
s |n a hard news article, they get right to the point and this
article might read like a news article...
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MIDDLE:

When we read the middle of the article, we're going to look at the
examples the author chooses to prove their point / back up their
main idea.

END:

s

Finally, at the end, the author will probably restate their main idea —

e we'll need to look for clues in what they say and how they
say it.

e There will probably be clues about the author's intent in the
thought-provoking conclusion.

Practice

PRO TIP #3. Think about each paragraph (slide 213-225) - 40 min

What do we do next? What was Pro Tip #3?

page 37

Pro Tip #3 is to think about each paragraph as we read.

e We ask ourselves what is this paragraph about?
e \Where is the main idea of this paragraph

Once we know what the mainidea is...

e we have to think about what role does this paragraph play in
the big picture?

Throughout this article, we're always thinking about

e what the topic could be and
e what's the author's point about that topic.
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In the first paragraph, it says, “On October 3, 2020, members of
the Green party of Canada elected Annamie Paul to be their
leader. She is the first black person and first Jewish woman to be
the leader of any federal political party in Canada.”

Okay, so what is this paragraph about?
¢ Annamie Paul is the new leader of the Green Party
e She’s making history because she’s the first Black person
and first Jewish woman to be a federal leader in Canada.

Okay, so where is the main idea of this paragraph...
e |t could be at the beginning, middle or end. ..
e |s this paragraph about Annamie Paul getting elected
o and a detail to develop that idea is that she’s the first
Black person and Jewish woman to ever become a
federal political party leader in Canada?
e Or, is this paragraph about how Annamie Paul is the first
Black person and Jewish woman to become leader
o And a supporting detail is the Green Party of Canada
elected her.
e | think the way it's written,
o because it starts with an event and then explains why
o _|think the main idea is at the beginning.

So, maybe the topic of this article is about the new Green Leader.
And, that matches the title of the article...

Okay, what role does this paragraph play in the big picture?
e Since it's in the beginning,
o it could be a catchy introduction -
o but the paragraph seems pretty straightforward,
o and | know that in some text forms like a hard news
article in a newspaper, you start with the main idea
o so I'd have to keep on reading, but I'm not sure if that
first paragraph is catchy fluff.
e On the other hand,
o being the first Black person and first Jewish woman
to do something is interesting - Is that a catchy hook?
What could the topic or the author’s point be based on this
introduction paragraph?
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What do we do next? (Still Pro Tip #3)

Pro Tip #3 VWe think about each paragraph. As we read,

e we wonder what the paragraph is about and
e where the main idea of the paragraph is.

Here's the second paragraph:

“We need to do better because | shouldn't represent soc many
firsts in 2020 said Paul during an interview on CBC radio. By
being the first, she will hopefully make it easier for others to
follow in her footsteps.”

Okay where can we find the main idea in this paragraph?

® The main idea of a paragraph could be in
o _The beginning
©  The middle
o Or, the end

What do you think is the main idea of this paragraph?

Maybe the main idea is:
& e need to do better

Additional information about that main idea
@ | shouldnt represent so many firsts
e Annamie Paul said this quote during an interview
e Hopefully she opens doors for others to follow her lead

Now what do we do?

—— | \\e figure out what role this paragraph plays?

e Is it part of a catchy introduction?
e |[sitthe main idea?
e |[sita supporting detail of the main idea?
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What role does this paragraph play in this article?

What could the author’s point be based on this clue?

PRO TIP #4: Find the "best" main idea (slides 226-232) - 5 min

What do we do after we finish reading the entire article?

Pro Tip #4 is to find the best main idea
How do we know which idea is the best main idea?

e The hest main idea has strong support from the entire
article: the beginning, middle, and end

Remember the main idea is not always directly stated by the
author.

You may have to infer what the author is really saying about the
topic based on their examples and how they write.
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Recap the strategy (slides 233) - 5 minutes

Let's recap this strategy, Finding the Main Idea:

O NN THE AW PER

e Pro Tip #1 focus on the big picture - the entire article.
o Summarize the entire article in a word or phrase.
o Ask yourself what general point is the author trying to
make?
e Pro Tip #2 look for clues in key spots
o how is the text organized?
e Pro Tip #3 Think about each paragraph
o what is this paragraph about?
o Is the main idea of this paragraph in the beginning,
the middle, or the end.
o_\What role does the paragraph play?
e Pro Tip #4 Find the best main idea.
o The main idea is not always directly stated.
o The main idea has strong support from the beginning,
middle and end of the entire article.

Big Picture: Reading for Meaning / 21st Century Learning (slide 234-237)
Explaining the big picture helps some students to puzzle together how their learning fits
together. Ultimately, the goal is to give students strategies (to become stronger readers)
and transferable life skills (to help them become successful at school, and at life.)

e Finding the Main Idea is just part of the many strategies and skills
=S = |that we use when we read.

e R1: Reading for Meaning (Comprehension strategies)
e R2: Understanding FORM and STYLE
¢ R3: Reading with Fluency (Decoding strategies)

e R4: Reflecting on reading skills and strategies
(Metacognition)
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We live in the 21st Century where things are constantly changing.
But, we can do more than just “survive” during uncertain times.

In fact, we can work to thrive and flourish and find opportunities to
grow.

Finding the Main Idea is important because it's the key to
understanding anything.

It's about tying together a bunch of details and figuring out what's
really going on.

This could be about figuring out the general point that someone is
trying to make in something we read,

But it could also include other forms of information:

e Something we hear on the news
e Something we find out on the internet
e Something our friends tell us.

One 21st Century Learning Competency that will help us get
through today's reading challenges and tomorrow'’s tough
obstacles is our personal character.

One way to make our character stronger is to actively choose to be
in a growth mindset.

We can get better and improve
e |f we use strategies...
¢ Putinthe effort...
e Pay attention to our progress and optimize what we do...
e And, try new strategies to help us reach our goal. That
means tinkering, trying new things and seeing what might
happen.

Big Picture
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Independent Practice
Review Independent Reading Handout package - 5 min

“ @ ocname | YOU Might want to leave slide 233 up so that students have a visual
¥ reminder of the strategy.

Practice

ETTTR— Hand out the Finding the Main Idea package before handing out
= the article

— = e Discuss how the handout package breaks down the strategy
into separate guestions

e Notice how there is
a section for BEFORE READING questions,
o a section for DURING READING gquestions, and

o a section for AFTER READING questions.

* Notice how there is a self-checklist on each page so
students can check that they are doing the strategy and
thinking as they read.
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Hand out article and clarify instructions - § min

Handout the article for today’s reading (not provided).

e You can use one of the Educircles 21st Century Articles
(separate lesson package)

e you can use a text that students are reading in class.

If your students are reading a textbook, there may be
discussion questions at the end of the section.

(If your students are reading one of our 21st-century learning
articles, there are discussion questions at the end of the article.)

e Point out to students that although there may be questions
that go along with the text that students are reading, right
now the focus of the lesson is on reading strategies.

e In other words, do the Finding the Main Idea handout first,
and then answer the discussion questions from the text.

e Let's see if thinking about how the text is organized and
looking for clues about what general point the author is
trying to make

o before you read the article,
¢ as we read the article, and
o affer we read the article
helps us to gain a better understanding of the topic

e [fyou use this comprehension strategy well, you will
probably have an easier time answering the discussion
guestions at the end of the text you are reading today.
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Students read article / Complete Finding the Main Idea Handouts - 30 min

There are many ways to structure this part of the lesson:
e Students can work independently
e You could construct guided reading groups.

o FYI: The 21st century learning articles have the same
information written at three different reading levels.

o The body paragraphs are numbered to match
information between the reading levels.

e Students could work together in partners or small groups to
complete the handouit.

o Group members can help double check that their
partner had a well supported main idea:

m They can identify the topic in one word or
phrase.

m They can state the general point the author is
trying to make in one sentence (10-15 words.)

m They use the organization of the text as a clue
about whether a paragraph supports the main
idea or provides “nice-to-know” side
information..

m They have support for their main idea from the
entire text (title, beginning, middle, end,
guestions)

m They can try to come up with other possible
main ideas.

m They can explain why their main idea might be
better than other possible main ideas.

o This is a great opportunity for teachers to collect
anecdotal observation notes to help out with
assessment and evaluation.

e Finally, if you use this strategy many times in class, you
could have students work independently and use this

handout for assessment and evaluation purposes. Rubric
included at end.
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Students answer discussion questions (if any) from the text they read - 20 min

After students have finished the Finding the Main Idea handouts,
then they can answer the discussion questions in today's text.

Hopefully, using this strategy to encourage active thinking (as they
read the text) will help students to answer the discussion questions
about the text.

(Optional) Metacognition - 20 min

After students have finished both the Finding the Main Idea
oy handout and the discussion questions from today's text, have
' students do some metacognition

METACOGNITION

This gives students an opportunity to reflect on how this reading
strategy/thinking process work for them

Metacognition is an awareness and understanding of one's own
thought processes. In other words, it means thinking about how
you think. We use metacognition to become stronger readers by:

Noticing what we think about as we read.

Using specific strategies to help us think as we read.

Looking back at our thought process to decide how to make the
strategies work even better for us.

Not all strategies work for everybody all the time, but figuring out
which thought processes work for you (and which don’t) can help
make you a stronger reader!

Pro teaching Tip:
e This could be done as a whole class conversation.
e You could also have students do this on the handout for them to
keep in the student portfolio or for you to use as assessment
data.

Metacognition Discussion questions:

e Describe something you figured out about the meaning of the
article by using the strategy Finding the Main Idea. (Share an
ah-ha moment)

e Explain how Finding the Main Idea and thinking about the
organization helped you to figure out this moment.

e How could you modify this Finding the Main Idea strategy to
work better for you? What rule / tip would you change, modify,
delete, or add?
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About Educircles.org

o | want to help make the world a better place.

o I try to help people achieve goals and stand up for themselves and others.
o Oh, | also make resources for teachers.

o Read more

educircles.org

About SEOT Mindset

- -
»

\

e Strategies, Effort, Optimize, Tinker
MINDSET

e _From Mental Health Crisis to Teacher-preneur

e Read my origin story

If you liked this resource, you would probably like

e Growth Mindset (6 Cs) Social and Emotional Learning bundle

e Critical Thinking Bundle

¢ Reading for Meaning Comprehension Strategies
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Licensing, Copyright, & Sources

version 2021-11-16

Educircles and SEOT material are copyrighted. As a TpT Seller, | own this resource.

When you buy this resource, you get an Individual License. This license gives you specific rights to use this
for limited purposes. Please see the TpT Terms of Service page (section 3).

You CAN modify this product for use with your students as much as you like!
e You can make copies for your students, classroom aides, and substitute teachers as necessary.
¢ You can make copies for students’ parents, classroom cbservers, supervisors, or school administrators for review
purposes only.
e You can share digital resources for use by your students (and, as needed, their parent/caregiver)

You CANNOT redistribute the original or a modified version of this resource.
& You can not upload this to a website (i.e., your TpT store), a shared school drive, or elsewhere.,
« My work is copyright. You can't remix it and re-release it (even if it's a free product) unless doing so falls under fair
use copyright law.

Each Individual License is for use by ONE (1) specific educator enly.
« You may not share, send, sell, sublicense, or transfer the resource to someone else unless you purchase an
additional license for each educator that you share access to the resource.
o Each educator needs to purchase an individual license to use this product.

General things to know about my work:
1. Fonts used are published under an gpen font license (OFL) and used with permission.

2. lcons are from jgonmonstr or [cons8. | have a paid subscription that permits me to use the icons without individual
attribution.

3. Images /video / audio used are creatives that:
o | took / made myself,

o are Public Domain or Creative Commons CCO, CC BY found on repositories including but not limited to
Pexels, Unsplash, Pixabay, Wikimedia and used with permission,

are purchased stock photography or videography (i.e., BigStock, StoryBlocks) or commissioned artwork
(i.e., Eiverr),

o orare used under the fair-use legal docirine of copyright-protected works.

[«)

4. Any words, ideas, or concepts used in this work are either my own or from others used under the “Fair Use”
doctrine for teaching purposes.

5. | constantly learn and tweak my work. If | update this file, | will change the version date at the end of the file
name (i.e., v2021-11-08) - See the changelog for details.

6. |try to respect copyright. If you think | have made an error, please email me at Mike@educircles.org.

Specific things to know about this product: Main ldea .ersionzozz.07.04
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Changelog

| occasionally update and improve these products over time. You know, add a new coat of paint, touch up a few
words, fix any mistakes, etc.

Once you purchase this lesson package, you get future updates for free!

o Download the most recent version: Main Idea

e How to update (or know if you need to update): HELP (Main Idea).

SINGLE PDF FILE update 2022-07-01

1. This product has been relaunched as a TpT digital download PDF product.
https://links.educircles.org/tpt/Main-ldea

2. The original product was a TpT Google Drive product and will be archived.
https:/imwww.teacherspayteachers.com/Preduct/Finding-the-Main-ldea-6515111

3. If you purchased the original Google Drive product, please email Mike@educirgles.orqg

This product now has a Single PDF to print (with File Table of Contents and all handouts)
e | added a digital learning version (Easel by TpT)
e NO CHANGES to content
e Other changes
o Simplified file hames using descriptive words (handout, slideshow).
o Minor changes to formatting / layout
o Combined all handouts into a single PDF to print

Version 1.0: YouTube video update
¢ No changes to handouts.
e Includes YouTube lesson https://youtu.be/2FbeOgYmEPq

Version 0.9: Initial release of Finding the Main Idea lesson Jan 31, 2021
e Includes complete slideshow, handouts and lesson plan script
e Does not include bonus youtube video lesson
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